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Prelude:
Victory Chant (Instrumental)
Scripture reading:  

Psalms 19:14

14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be pleasing in your sight, 
O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Congregational: 
Think about His love
He who began a good work in you

Offering and Announcements:

Message:

Hello, how are you today? I Hope that you are all doing well today.
Not all people respond with kindness when ask simply questions.

Did you ever hear people say some words that are just outrageous?

Some of you are on both sides of the equation. Yes, today I am going to challenge change in this area of your life. But before we get into the message let us pray.
Prayer:

Lord, you created the world with your words. Words are so powerful.
Please help us so we will learn to choose our words more carefully. 

May you be glorified in how we communicate in the future in Jesus mighty name Amen.

Message Cont’d
How many of you have heard the phrase sticks and stones will break your bones but names will never hurt you? I tell you the truth that that statement is far from being true.
Words have the power to build up and be uplifting. It can also tare down or be very harmful. 

Have any of you ever been called stupid, dumb, ugly, fat or spoken to with profanity aimed to hurt you?

The name calling list of name calling unfortunately goes on and on.

Curse words specifically vulgar profanities are more common these days then it should be. You hear them on TV, radio, in music and in everyday language in the work place in the corner market and in casual conversation. Age doesn’t seem to be a barrier to this verbal utterance. This is happening from the very young to the very old.
Calling names defames a person. It is an attack on a person’s reputation.
It can result in major problems for the one calling the names.

I recall a time in the past (mid 90’s) where my daughter and I went to a park to use a newly purchased sled. I was going to hold onto the sled while we slid down the hill.

Being not familiar with how the action was sliding down the hill I inquired of some kids. They answered me but as they moved away I over heard a short disrespectful kid say to his friends I can’t believe he is so f @#$&^%$ stupid that he was going to put his kid in the sled down the hill. This rude kid missed the point on how I was going to do it which would not endanger my daughter.
His cussing surprised me because I don’t get people saying rude things were I can still hear them. I turned the other cheek because it probably would have turned ugly. He needed a stern talking to.

Define Defamation:

The act of defaming another
To harm the reputation of by libel or slander
Entry Word: defamation
Function: noun
Text: Synonyms DETRACTION, backbiting, backstabbing, belittlement, calumny, depreciation, disparagement, scandal, slander, tale


Questions:

What happened to the good old days where respectful language flowed?

Do you know that using bad language is not acceptable to God?

Let’s see what Gods word has to say about it. The Bible is our moral compass and should be read often to help us in staying focus on truth.
Colossians 3:8

8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.

Matthews 12:34-37
You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 35The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."

Psalms 19:14

14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be pleasing in your sight, 
O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.
Matthews 15:10-11
10Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen and understand. 11What goes into a man's mouth does not make him 'unclean,' but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him 'unclean.'

Matthews 15:17-20

17"Don't you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man 'unclean.' 19For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20These are what make a man 'unclean'; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him 'unclean.' "

James 3:5-14

5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 
7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, 8but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness. 10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11Can both fresh water and salt[1] water flow from the same spring? 12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. 

Two Kinds of Wisdom 

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth
Romans 12

Living Sacrifices 

1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual[1] act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Action Steps:

● Decide to stop. Start with substituting clean alternative words in place of cussin.
● Re-educate your vocabulary list with new words to replace the bad. Spend sometime in a dictionary to select your replacement words.
● Ask God to empower you to stop.
● Reason to yourself that cussing and name calling in harmful.
● Put money in a can or jar each time you use a bad word.
The goal here is to bring attention to the amount of swearing or name calling you are doing. 
	Taming the Tongue

	Objective: To obey God in what we say.
	Read: Romans 9 & 10
Memorize: James 3:2 


Additional Tips for Taming Your Tongue 
1. Recognize that swearing does damage.

2. Start by eliminating casual swearing.

3. Think positively.

4. Practice being patient.

5. Cope, don't cuss.

6. Stop complaining.

7. Use alternative words.

8. Make your point politely and God honoring.

9. Think of what you should have said.

10. Work at it daily
Conclusion:
Name calling can be very hurtful. Purposely mispronouncing a person name disrespects them. 

Please, will you make it your priority to stop call names and stop cursing?
You heard God’s comments on this. He is not please when you use profanity or call someone a negative name to injure them.

In closing let us read the next 2 scriptures to further re-emphasize what God’s word the bible say and then we will close in prayer.

Matthew 5
22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother[1] will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,[2] ' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.

Ephesians 4

29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

Closing Prayer:


Lord, your word always sets the record straight when clarity is needed.  

Thanks for what you are about to do with this message in lives of your people and those who hear it. Please empower change through you Holy Spirit in everyone’s live that makes the decision to improve the way they communicate to others.

May you be glorified in the process, in Jesus name Amen.
